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SUBJECTIVE CRITICISM BETWEEN CONTINUITY AND
THE TRADITION: IBN QUTAYBA AND ABDULLAH IBN AL-
MU'TAZ: A CASE STUDY

ABSTRACT

Arabic literature in all its forms and Arabic studies in all its
specializations have gone through stages of struggles in the subject of
literary criticism. This struggle is a picture of the vitality and
sustainability of nations in their intellectual and cultural development
in different spheres of life. There is no doubt that literary criticism is
the most flowering of the living cognition and the power of feeling. At
this pace, this article aims to show some of the contributions and
effective scientific efforts of the brilliant genius Ibn Qutayba, the
author of the book "poetry and poets" in the development of subjective
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criticism, and in the forefront of this pattern, Abdullah Ibn al-Mu'taz,
the author of the book "Badi™ The duo are one of the prominent
figures who have thread the part towards subjective criticism. This
paper is going to discuss about subjective criticism in the theories of

Ibn Qutayba and Ibn al-Mu'taz and their views on the development of
literary criticism.

Keywords: Subjective Criticism; Continuity; Tradition; Ibn Qutayba;
Ibn al-Mu ‘taz
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