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TARDIYYAT AL-JAWARIH OF ABU NUWAS :
A LITERARY STUDY

ABSTRACT

Al-Tardiyyat is one of Arabic poetry themes that are less attended to
and Abu Nuwas is undoubtedly considered as one of the first Tardiyyat
poets in traditional Arabic poetry. He described animals, quarry, and
various hunting mediums in his poetry but there is still no focused
study on the topics. Among the most important mediums that have not
been studied deeply are the hunting birds (al-jawarih). This study
intends to elucidate their types and traits, and their descriptions in the
Tardiyyat of Abu Nuwas, relying on descriptive instruments used in
literary approaches. This study is conducted due to the scarcity of
literary studies that deal with the topic in Abu Nuwas’ Tardiyyat.
Seemingly Abu Nuwas was influenced by Persian tradition of using
various types of hunting birds in leisure hunt. Likewise, he was also
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influenced by Arab tradition of using falcons for food hunting.
Generally, his tardiyyat al-jawarih are characterised with the use of
peculiar words, complex sentence structures and deep meanings.

Keywords: Abu Nuwas, poetry, al-tfardiyyat and al-jawarih (hunting
birds)
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